Grade 1 newsletter

October 2010

Dear parents,

It has been a good start of the year and now that the children and I have established a routine, I would like to take the opportunity to give you some more information about our curriculum and the homework.

Writing in Grade 1

I have decided after careful consideration that Journal writing will not be sent home yet. The main reason is that the majority of students are not writing by themselves and therefore not practicing writing fluency and/ or trying to sound out themselves how to write their words. Because of this a lot of students are also unable to read back their work and sometimes even understand what they have written at home.

We write in school every day. The children write news about the weekend, make up their own stories, write a summery from a class story and describe a chosen object during mystery object writing. Every day there is space for the children to write notes to each other and to the class using the message board and they are writing a lot of notes! Twice a week they will read the notes to their friend or the class. Also some Unit of Inquiry activities may require for the students to write a piece about the inquiry or on what they have learned.

During these writing activities the main focus is writing fluency and building up confidence. Grammar, spelling, handwriting and punctuation will be taught gradually through this writing practice. Therefore, the children will not directly be corrected in their journals nor told how to spell the words. 

A child may write e.g.: Dat cat is itin fisj. (That cat is eating fish) Then that is great! They are using their knowledge and thinking about what they hear. If we don’t train children in thinking about how you can write a word, but only let them memorize and write it well, then they will have great difficulties every time a new unknown word comes along. You will see that in a few months they will be able to spell words better all by themselves. It is so important that they get a lot of confidence and joy in writing!!!

In class their writing will of course be monitored and reoccurring spelling, grammar and punctuation errors in high frequency words will be noted and introduced to the whole class as an activity during that week. This may be using the word wall or during handwriting or language comprehension activities. I also model writing daily and use as many frequently used words as possible.

Extra work may be send home for handwriting practice when necessary.

Once a week the students will also have phonic class, where blends and digraphs – E.g. ‘sh’, ‘ee’, ‘ch’ – will be discussed and practiced in various activities and songs.

It is amazing how much progress all students in the class have shown and a main ingredient for this is that they really like to write in class and are confident in this. Dictionaries and word lists are available in the writing area and are free for them to use, but they have become so confident now that they do try to listen to words and spell them the way they hear them. Great!

Children also learn how to write words by reading daily.

Unfortunately, many students come to school without reading their levelled reading books at home! Reading is so important for your child’s writing development too. Please spend 15 min a day on language.


15 min a day ‘literacy’ time

15 min every day should be spend on ‘language’. Besides letting your child practice reading out loud, it is also important that you read to your child and/ or do other activities together. Children should read out loud every day, however most students are still on a levelled book that they are able to finish within 5 minutes. An example of your’15 minutes of language time’ could be:


· Your child reads his levelled reading book to you (every day!)
(or to a second family member, pet or stuffed animal)


· You read a story out loud to your child (point at words, your child can read and ask questions ‘What has happened so far?’ ‘What might happen next?’ ‘What would you do if you?’ ‘Why do you think he does that?’ ‘Are there any sentences or words that get repeated a lot?’)


· Play a game together (memory, board game, cards and please see the Grade 1 website for links to fun and educative websites to play on the computer)


· Read and discuss in mother tongue language. The more vocabulary the students have in their mother tongue, the easier it is for them to link words in English.
Writing at home

Writing assignments might not be sent home yet, but students are very much encouraged to write at home too. Some children want to write a lot now that they are confident writers! A suggestion for parents with writing eager children:


Keep a writing box at home with different papers, cards, envelopes and writing materials. Let your child write notes or letters to you and his/her friends. However, please do not correct their writing or spell it out for them, let them train their brain and do the thinking.

Reading in Grade 1

We also read every day. This can be silent reading (levelled homework books, library books or from extra class reading books) paired reading and group reading with a whole class shared text. Daily we have read out loud sessions where they will be read to from picture books as well as non-picture storybooks. 

The class-shared text will be used for comprehension activities in differentiated groups. E.g. activities where the students have to paste scrambled sentences or answer questions about the text they have read. This weekly shared text follows with a weekly poem that will be recited in class.

Through out the year, different reading strategies will be modelled and practiced. You can find a list of main reading strategies in your child’s reading folder.

Language resources include the Scott Foresman programme. 


Math activities in Grade 1 may include

There will be math activities every day and these can vary between the following activities:

· Brain gym (fast numbers, addition / subtraction facts)

· Math in differentiated groups (math games: dices, board games, addition trees, dominoes, bingo – numbers and addition/ subtraction worksheets)

· Whole class activities including: measurement (non standards and centimetres- objects/ weather), patterns, shapes, place value, problem solving, directions, symmetry, fractions and time


ICT is taught within homeroom lessons – we will begin to use the laptop computer trolley regularly.

Math resources include: Number Smart textbooks, Abacus, Evan Moor and Scholastic. And we will be using the Grade 2 smart board too on a weekly base!

Art

Art will be very much related to our Unit of Inquiry, the world around us (seasons and celebrations) and will also be linked to Math activities (pattern, shape, symmetry, fractions). Art will include the creative process as we work, elements of art and design and reflection. We will also look at other known artists and work on appreciation. Artwork may be selected for the portfolio and other pieces will be sent home.

The Unit of Inquiry
During the year we will work on the following 6 Units of Inquiry, in this order: 

1. Children around the world

2. Act up!

3. Hot and cold

4. Reduce, reuse recycle

5. From field to table

6. Past civilisations

The teaching of subjects and Unit of Inquiry will be integrated in Math, Language, Art, Drama, Physical education and Music where possible. Throughout the year, the Unit of Inquiry will cover Science, Social Studies and PSHE. There will be trips associated with each unit and some Units will include readings or presentations from invited specialists. 

Our classroom teaching is very much ‘inquiry-based’, which means that the lessons and activities help students form the questions and learn how and where they can find the answers. Not only in Unit lessons, also in other subject areas. We want to create lifelong learners!

Workshop from the IB

From Thursday the 5th of November until Tuesday the 10th of November, I will be abroad for an IB workshop on assessment. I am looking forward to learning a lot and being able to implement new assessment strategies in the classroom and sharing this with other colleagues. Work and activities for these days has been planned and will be prepared and a substitute teacher will take over all homeroom lessons these days. 

Important dates coming up

Some more dates to write in your diary:

Wednesday 28th October: Trip! Remember we will eat a small snack at school and children need an easy packed lunch and drink bottle in a small backpack. We need to walk outdoors too, so please bring weather appropriate clothing.

Friday 30th October: HIS Halloween party!
All children may arrive to school dressed up.

Saturday 28th November: Christmas bazaar! From 11:00 – 16:00. Full of fun activities, Danish  Christmas shopping items and jummie foods.

Monday 30th November: School closed- day off.

Bye to Renske

As you have heard, last Tuesday we said goodbye to the van Dort family who moved to America this month. The children said beautiful words to her and many hugs and kisses were given. Next month we will send a Christmas card and we have promised to try to stay in touch once a while (. We have wished the family all the best of luck with their move and hope they visit us some time again!

A long but hopefully informative newsletter. Remember to check the Grade 1 website for reports on trips, Unit and other class work. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Kind regards,

Jennifer Fagan

Grade 1 class teacher
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